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Summary
Status

Roles

Review of Instructions



Status
WORK COMPLETED SO FAR



Work Completed so Far
Worked with the Resource Center to update and 
recreate the Noise Program pages on the 
Environment DSS’ SharePoint site

Updated the instructions
◦ Requesting GIS information in a usable format

Initiated the collection
◦ Sent out announcement to Divisions

Announced webinar to Divisions and State DOTs



Roles and Responsibilities
FHWA HQ,  D IV IS IONS,  AND STATE DOTS



Headquarters
Prepare the spreadsheets:

◦ Standardize the input data

◦ Compile into national database and separate into state-specific 
sheets

Post them on SharePoint and announce availability

Track responses and send out reminders

Obtain completed spreadsheets and quality check them

Compile the spreadsheets back together

Run inflation cost calculations and assign Barrier IDs

Summarize findings into text and graphs

Post findings online and respond to questions



Divisions
Download spreadsheet and instructions from 
SharePoint

Send these to your corresponding State DOT

Review instructions and respond to questions

Obtain the completed spreadsheet from the 
State DOT and quality check it
◦ Let HQ know if they need assistance with this before 

the due date

Send the final spreadsheet to HQ



State DOTs
Obtain their spreadsheet from their corresponding 
Division

Fill it in with information as required in 23 CFR 772
◦ Make use of the instructions

◦ If there is time available:

◦ Review old entries for completeness and correctness

◦ Note any Repairs or Demolitions (replacements, removals)

◦ Coordinate internally to obtain existing GIS data

◦ If available, it may come from a GIS Unit, a Planning Office, or an 
Asset Management Team

Submit completed spreadsheet to Division



Instructions
FILL ING OUT THE INVENTORY



Organization
Background of why FHWA collects this 
data and how we use it

Flowchart with roles and responsibilities

Summary instructions and items of note

Instructions by Tab from Left to Right in 
the Workbook

Instructions for each column from Left 
to Right for each Tab



Workbook Organization



[State Name] Tab
Do not:

◦ fill in Barrier ID columns

◦ fill in 2022 dollar cost columns unless the barriers were built in 2022 
itself

◦ erase demolished, rebuilt, or relocated barriers

◦ combine data from multiple columns into a single one

◦ enter data in ALL CAPS

Try to input actual quantities for the Area column

Make use of the State Reference Name column

Add notes for unique situations in their row at the end of the labeled 
columns



[State name] Tab Columns



Repairs Tab
Use this tab to fill in data about repairs:
◦ Patches

◦ Panel replacements

◦ Painting

◦ Absorptive material replacement

Add a repair date to the Main Tab information for 
that given barrier



Demolitions Tab
Use this Tab to fill in the information for barriers that have been 

◦ Demolished, 

◦ Replaced-in-kind, or 

◦ Reconstructed in a new location

In the Main Tab, use the cross out text function to strike a line through the 
old barrier

◦ Make a note in column ‘Z’ about what type of change it was,

◦ What year it occurred, and

◦ What new barrier replaced it

In the Demolitions Tab, copy in the information for the old barrier

◦ Copy and paste the old barrier data from the main tab of the 
inventory into this tab



Links
INTERNAL AND PUBLIC



Finding and Using the Inventory
Internal Division and HQ SharePoint:
◦ For Divisions to download and send to State to fill out

◦ Noise Barrier Inventories Library (sharepoint.com)

Public Webpages:
◦ To find the summary, graphs, and data tool for the 

last completed inventory

◦ https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/noise/noise_
barriers/inventory/

https://usdot.sharepoint.com/sites/fhwa-dss-environment/SitePages/Noise-Barrier-Inventories.aspx
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/noise/noise_barriers/inventory/


Q&A
OPEN DISCUSSION



Thank you

Aileen Varela-Margolles a.varela-margolles@dot.gov https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/
environment/noise/

mailto:A.varela-margolles@dot.gov
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/noise/

